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Wessex Cancer Alliance (WCA) Patient and Public Involvement Steering Group Lead 
About Wessex Cancer Alliance 
NHS Wessex Cancer Alliance lead and inspire innovation and improvement in cancer care for all people in Hampshire, Dorset and the Isle of Wight. WCA works with NHS Trusts, GPs, other health and social care services and communities to ensure that people with cancer and their supporters have the best possible experience and outcomes from their care. 
WCA have commissioned the Involving People team at Help & Care to engage volunteers with lived experience in the work of the Alliance. 
What’s involved?
The Steering Group Lead is a key part of our volunteer network, providing support and leadership. Working alongside the Help & Care Volunteer Lead and Wessex Cancer Alliance Involvement Team, you will provide leadership to our Patient and Public Involvement Steering Group, ensuring the experiences of patients and carers help shape cancer services.
The Steering Group Lead will: 
· Have lived experience of cancer care and services, either personally or as a care-giver (an essential part of the role).
· Have an understanding of the purpose and work of Wessex Cancer Alliance, and a willingness to learn about local and national cancer priorities and services.

· Take a leadership role, acting as a role model to the Steering Group providing encouragement, advocacy and support.
· Support Steering Group meetings by:
· Leading virtual Steering Group meetings (4 x a year) and in person away days (2 x a year), which are also attended by the wider volunteer network.
· Meeting to set agendas for Steering Group meetings. 
· Debriefing after Steering Group meetings and away days, taking time to reflect, discuss and learn.

· Review how the Steering Group functions – paying attention to the wellbeing of team members.
· Having an introductory chat with any potential new volunteers – answering any questions and talking to them about what is involved.
· Attend WCA Board meetings on a quarterly basis as a representative of the Steering Group, you will ensure patient voice is heard and understood. 
· Provide updates for the Annual Report, Quarterly Reports and others as required – jointly with WCA / the Volunteer Lead and independently.
· Prepare for meetings, reading papers and reports.
About you
The Steering Group Lead will have:
· Lived experience of cancer services (personally or as a care-giver).
· A strong commitment to improving cancer outcomes and experiences.
· The ability to act as a constructive challenger, representing a broad range of experiences, not just your own.
· Good communication and listening skills.
· Confidence in facilitating discussions and encouraging participation.


· Understand and champion healthcare inequalities experienced locally, with a commitment to equality, diversity, and inclusion (EDI)
· Experience of involvement, engagement, or co-design / co-production.
· Understanding of health and care services.
· Empathy for others.
· A respectful, compassionate, inclusive and collaborative approach. 
What we offer
· Dedicated support from the Volunteer Lead at Help & Care and WCA involvement team.
· A deep insight of current national and local cancer priorities, treatment, care and services. 
· Expenses reimbursed in line with policy.
· Briefing and debriefing opportunities with Help & Care and the WCA involvement team.
· Access to training, including: 
· Health system understanding
· Healthcare inequalities
· Influencing and partnership working
· EDI, safeguarding, and governance
The Steering Group Lead role is an opportunity for your lived experience to make a difference for those who are currently experiencing cancer and those who will in the future. 
We are looking for someone to undertake this role for up to two years. 
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